FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-3

WASHINGTCOM, D.C. 20463

viay 17, 2001

George Platt, Treasurer

Democratic Executive Committee of Florida
517 N. Calhoun Street, Box 1758
Tallahassee, FL. 32302

Identification Number: COON05561
Reference: 12 Day Pre-General Report {10/1/00-10/18/00)
Dear Mr, Platt:

This letter is 10 inform you that as of May. 16, 2001 the Commission has not
received vour response to our request for additional information, dated April 25, 2001,
This notice requests information essential to full public disclosure of your federal election
campaign finances. To ensure compliance with the provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act {the Act), please respond to this request {copy enclosed).

An adeguate responsc must be teceived at the Commission by June &, 2001.
Adequate responses received on or before this date will be taken into consideration in
determining whether audit action will be initiated. Requests for extensions of time in
which to respond will not be consldered. Failure to provide an adequate response by
this date meay result in an audit of the commitice. Failure to camply with the provisions of
the Act may alse result in sm enforcement action against the committee. ANy T¢Sponse
submitted by your committee will be placed on the public recerd and will be considered
by the Commission prior to taking enforcement action.

If you should have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Andrew
Dodson on out toli-free mumber (800} 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 1o
reach the Reports Analysis Division) or our local number (207) 694-1120,

Sincerely,

pe v M-
John D. Gibson

Agsistant Staff Dhrector
Reports Analysis Division

Enclosure
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WASH [MCTOMN, DC. HMBY

George Platt, Treasurer

Democratic Executive Commiitiee
of Flonida

517 N. Cgthoun Street, Box 1758

Tallshassee, FL 32302

Identification Number: CO0005561 APR 25 200
Reference: 12 Day Pre-Geneml Report {10/1/00-10/ 18/00)
Dear Mr. Platt:

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of the repor(s)
referenced ghove. The Teview raised questions concerning certain information contained
i the report(z). An itemization follows:

_Please provide 2 Schedule H3 to suppert the entry reported on Line 18 of
the Detailed Summary Page. All transfers received from a committee's
non-federal account for joint actvity must be itermzed on Schedule H3
regardiess of the amount transferred. 2 U.S.C. §434(b}{3)(D}

Please clarify all expenditures made for media on Schedule(s) B4, If a
portion or all of these expenditures were made on behalf of specifically
identified federal candidates, this amount should be disclosed on Schedules
B, E or F supporting Lines 13, 2% or 25 and include the amount, name,
address znd office sought by each candidate. 11 CFR £5104.3(b) and 106.1

You have made disburgements for direct mail, media, direct mail-izssue
advaes, direct mail-absentee bal and media/consulung fees which you have
charocterized as exempt activities. In order for an activity to be classified
as exampt, it must meet the following conditions: (1) For slate cerds and
sarmple ballots: it names at least three candidates rumning for ¢lection to any
putlic office, jt 16 not distrjbuted _through public political pdvertiging
(including brogdcast media, pewspapers, magazines, and billboards), the
content is limited to the identification of each candidate, the office or
position currently held, the office sought and party affiliation, and the costs
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allocable to federsl candidates are paid with permissible funds; (2) For
campaign materials: the activity is conducted on behalf of the patty’s
nominees in the general election, the materia)s are distributed by yolunteers-
-not through public political advertising, the party committec do2s not use
materials purchased by the national party committee or money transferred
from the nationzl committee to purchase materials, the party committee
docs not use funds designated for a particuler federal candidate, a payment
from a non-federal campaign to help pay for the materials does not exceed
its allocated share of the expenses, and the costs allocable to federal
cendidates are paid with permissible funds; (3) For voter drives: the
activity is on behalf of the party’'s Presidential and Vice Presidential
nominees, the activity doees not invelve the use of public political
advertising such as television, radio, newspapers, magazines, billboards or
direct mail, phepe banks are operated by volungeers (alfhough peid
professionals may design the system, develop calling instructions and train
supervisors), the party commitice does not use funds transferred by the
national party committee for voter drive activities, the party committee Joes
not use funds designated for a particular federal candidate, and the cost
allocable to federat candidates are paid with permissible funds.

If the activity disclosed on your rcport does not meet the definition of
mexempt” activity as described above, and if any portigm of the expenditures
were mada on behalf of specifically identified candidates, this amount must
be disclosed on Schedule B or F supporting Line 23 or 25 of the Detailed
Summary Page as sppropriate. Please provide the Conrnission with a more
detailed explanation of these activitie.

-Schedule A supporting Lines 11{a)i) and 11(b) discloses a fransfer(s)-in
from the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, the Democratic
National Commiitee and the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committes.
Schedule H4 supporting Line 21(a) reflects paymenis for direct mail,
media, direct mail-issue advoca, direct mail-sbsentes bal, media/consulting
fees, verd signs and printing signs. Please be advised that a state ot local
party committee may pay for campaign materials (such as bumper atickers)
that are distributed by volunieers in connection with activity on behalf of
the perty’s nominees in & general election. Payments for this type of
activity ate exempt from the definition of & ¢ontribution or expenditure if
certain condifions are met. The conditions are that no public advertsing
may be used, including distrivution by direct mail (mailings by a
commercial vendor or from commerciat lists); all funds used for the actinty
must be permitted under ihe Act; none of the funds used may have been
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designated for & particular candidate; and finally, payments for the activify
may not be made from trensfers-in from the nationa! committee to
specifically fund the activity, For further guidance, please refer to 11 CFR
§100.7(b)(15) and (17} and to the Campaign Guide for Party Committees,

Please clatify the natre of the trensfer(s}-in and subsequent payments for
the aforementioned disbursement(s). If the activity disclosed on your report
doss not meet the definition of “exempt” activity as described above and if
any pertion of the expenditures were made on behalf of specifically
identified candidates, that amount must be disclosed on Schedule Bor F
supporting Line 23 or 25 of the Detailed Summary Page as appropriate

-On Schedule H2, you have failed to check the Type of Activity box for
geveral activities/events, Please amend your report to correct these
omissiens. 11 CFR §104.10(a)(1)

.Schedule H2 of your report indicates that your committse participated m
Administrative Expense (A009), DNC List Test (AO11), H9E (AQ06),
Absentee Hallot Initistive #1 (A012), Absentee Batiot Initiative - #2
(A015), Legislative Appreciation Party 1999 (A018), Convention (AD19,
1196 {AD20), T12000 (A021), and LAP 2000 (A022) activities or events
during the teporting period. However, there are mo corresponding
disbursements reflected on your Schedule H4. Note that you need not
include activities om Schedule H2 if there are no porresponding payments
made for the activity during the reporting period. If any disbursements
were incorrectly reported, you should file sn amended Schedule Ha with the
comeet unique identifying code or title, or provide clarifying information
regarding the activities on Schedule H2.

Ttemized disbursements must include a brief statement or description of

why he disburssments were made. Please amend Schedule(s) H4 of your

report to clenify the following description{s): consulting fees and -
professional fees. For further guidance regarding acceptable purposes of

digburzements, please refer to 11 CFR B104.3{b)(3).

Your EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE calculations for Administrative/Voter
Dirive and Issue Advocacy are incorrect. EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals
for edminiszative and voter dnve costs are derived by eggregaiing all
disbursements during the calendar year for the whole Administrative/Voter
Drive category. EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE totals for fundraising, direct
candidate support, and exempt activities are derived by agpregating all
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disbursements during the calendar year within 2 specific event These
should be calentated by adding the latest disbursement for a category or
event to the previous EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE total for that categery or
event. This runming EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE iotal should be disclosad
gfter sach disbursement is listed. Please amend your report by previding
the correct EVENT YEAR-TO-DATE iotals.

-Schedules H2 and H4 disclose 100% federal nctivity. Please be advised
that by definition, this activity does not qualify as a shared expense to be
allacated between your federal and non-federal accounts. This activity
should be itemized on a Schedule B for Line 21(h) of the Detailed Summary
Page. Any reimbursement from your committee's non-federal account for
any portion of this activity is not permissible and must be retuned. Flease
amend your report to clarify this discrepancy.

_Schedule H4 of your report discloses a disbursement(s) to Win 2000
Federal. Please be advised that contributions to federal and non-federal
committees do not qualify as shared expenses to be allocated between your
federal and non-federal accounts, Contributions to federal committees
should be disclosed on 8 Schedule B supporting Line 23 of the Detailed
Summary Page and contributions to non-federal committees oh & scparate
Schedule B supporting Line 29. Any reimbursement from your committee'’s
non-federal account for any portion of this contribution(s) is not
permissible. 11 CFR §102.5(a}1)()

The Commission Tecommends that you immedistely transfer the funds
meeived by yoor federal account, as reimbursement for the non-federal
portion, back to your non-federal account. Although the Commission may
take further legal action concerning this prohibited activity, your prompt
action will be taken into consideration.

Your teport discloses receipts totaling $27,017 from ASDC/Dollars for -
Democrat, which is a joint fondraising committee(s) affiliated with yowr - '
committee. Plegse be advised that a memo Schedule A must be provided to
itemize your committee’s ghare of the gross contzributions received through
the joint fundraiser(s). The memo schedule should itemize each individual
who has contrjbuted an pggregate in excess of $200 duripg the calendar
year, and provide the amount of upitemized conttibutions received, In
addition, the memo schedule should itemize your committee's share of all
contributions from political committees, regardless of amount. 11 CFR

§102.17(cy(B)U(B)
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~Please provide a Schedule F ta support the entry reported on Ling 23 of the
Detailed Summary Page. Any coordinated expenditure made by a national,
state or designated party committee must be itemized on Schedule F

regardless of the amount expended. 11 CFR £104.3(b){ Nviit) and 2 US.C.
§434(b)(5)(1Y)

~Your report disclosed certain categories of financial activity that have been
reflected on the wrang lines of the Detailed Summary Page. Contributions
from other political committees and transfers from affiliatediother party
comutittees should be properly disclosed on & separaie Schedule(s) A,
supporting Line(s) 11{c) and 12 of the Detailed Summaty Page. FPlease
refer to the instructions contained on the forms to determine the proper
gategorization when prepanng yout Rext filing,

-You have previously indicated that your committes has been using "best
efforts™ to obtain the occupation and name of cmployer for each
contributor,  However, an increasing number of emtries lack this
information.  Please amend your report by supplymg the omitted
information or providing an explanation of your efforts in this regard. 11
CFR §§104.3(a)(4X1) and 104.7

Be advised that you have used en mcorrect committes identification
mumher on the Summary Page of your report(s). Please file all firture
reports and correspondence using your correct identification number,
CO0005561, 1o avoid potential errors in entering your reports omto the
public record.

A written response ot an amendment to your ariginal report(s) correcting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen {15} days
of the date of this letter. If you need asszistance, please feel free to coptact me on our
toll-free number, (80U} 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to reach the Reporis
Analysis Division). My local number is {202} 654-1130. C

Sincerely,

ol

Andrew J. Dodson
Assistant Branch Chief,
Party/Mon-Party Branch
219 Reports Analysis Division







